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BOGNOR’S  HEALTH. 

SATISFACTORY  MEDICAL  REPORT. 

Dr.  Conway  Cooke,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  Bognor  Urban  District,  pre- 
sented his  annual  report  to  the  Urban 
Council  on  Friday  night.  It  was  as  follows 
To  the  Chairman  and  Mbudeiis  or  the  Boonob 
Urban  District  Gounoib. 

Gentlemen, — I liavo  tho  honour  of  presenting  to 
you  my  14th  Annual  Roport  on  tho  health  and 
sanitary  condition  of  tho  Urban  District  of  Bognor 
for  tho  yoar  ondod  31st  Docomber,  1904.  Tho  area 
of  tho  district  is  866  acres  and  contains  about  1443 
inhabited  housos.  A good  many  now  houses  wero 
completed  during  tho  year  aud  65  now  building 
plans  wero  passed.  To  tho  North  and  Wost  of  tho 
district  many  new  roads  liavo  boon  recently  com- 
pleted, and  tho  land  laid  out  for  building. 

Tho  population  estimated  to  tho  middlo  of  1904 
is  6,fi51.  Tho  gross  number  of  deaths  registered 
duting  tho  year  was  83  namely,  40  malos  and  12 
famales ; and  wero  thus  distributed  over  tho  12 
months 
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Inoluded  in  this  number  is  the  death  of  ono  non- 
resident,  which  ocoured  in  a publio  institution. 
Tho  ostimated  doath  rate  is  11-9  per  1000. 

Tho  doath  rates  since  the  increaso  in  tho  aroa  of 
tho  distriot,  which  took  placo  1st  October,  1900, 
aro  03  follows  : — 

Total  Rato 

1901  CC  10.5 

1902  80  12.4 

1903  76  11.4 

1904  82  11.9 

Tho  \nrious  ages  at  whioh  doath  occurred  during 

the  year  uudor  report  wero  : — 

Under  1 year  17 

1 year  and  under  6 years  . . 8 


15 


Tho  ages  at  death  of  those  of  60  and  upwards 
were  as  follows : — 

1 at  80  years.  1 at  83  years. 


1 , 


93 


Tho  chiof  causes  of  death  wero 

Diphtheria  2 Bronchitis  3 

Diarrhma 8 Pneumonia 4 

Phthisis  8 Heart  disoasos. .. . 9 

Other  Tubercular  All  other  causes  . . 37 

diseases 2 

Cancor 9 

It  is  gratifying  to  noto  that  no  doalhs  ocourred 
from  acoidont,  drowning,  or  Buieido ; fivo  having 
occurred  from  those  causes  during  tho  year  1903. 

During  tho  ycor  there  wore  as  stated  above  17 
deaths  of  children  under  1 year  of  age,  which  gives 
an  infantilo  mortality  rato  of  2 4 por  1,000  general 
population  and  124.0  per  1000  births  registered. 

Eight  of  theso  deaths  wore  duo  to  infantilo 
diarrhcea  and  six  out  of  tho  oight  ocourred  during 
tho  months  of  August  and  September  when  tho 
disease  was  very  prevalent  amongst  children.  It 
Is  interesting  to  noto  that  tho  mortality  from  this 
cause  is  always  very  much  higher  during  a hot  and 
dry  season.  Thus  during  1903,  whioh  enjoys  tho 
unenvinblo  reputation  of  boiog  tho  wettest  and  one 
of  the  coldest  years  on  record,  no  doaths  from  this 
disease  occurred  in  the  town. 

I would  draw  attention  to  tho  foot  that  tho 
discaso  is  primarily  duo  in  nearly  ovory 
errors  in  tho  feeding  of  infnnts,  such  as  unsuitable 
food,  sour  milk  and  dirty  feeding  bottles.  And  thus 
by  tho  oxoroiso  of  greater  caro  on  the  part  of 
parents  and  others  having  charge  of  infants,  the 
number  of  deaths  from  this  disepso  might  be 
greatly  lessoned. 

Under  tho  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  I 
have  received  36  Certificates  namely  : — 

Diphtheria  7 Scarlot  Fover 

Erysipolus  17  Entorio  Fover  

Of  tho  soven  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified,  five 
•vourred  In  tho  Bognor  Branch  of  the  East  London 
Hospital  for  Children,  situntod  in  tho  Aldwiok 
Road,  and  were  presumably  Imported  cases.  Ono 
death  ocourred.  Ono  other  death  from  this  discaso 
-icurred  in  the  district. 

Deduotlng  tho  death  occurring  in  the  nbove 
mentioned  Institution,  wo  have  a death  rato  from 
notifiable  disoasos  of  -1  per  1POO  general  population. 
Five  of  tho  seven  cases  of  Enteric  Fover  ocourred 
house  amougit  membors  of  tho  same  family, 
oro  all  iofocted  at  tho  samo  timo.  Tho  causo 
overflow  of  sewngo  into  the  well,  duo  to 
damage  to  tho  sower  by  a heavy  traotion  engine. 
This  was  immediately  reotified,  aud  tho  Company' ' 
water  laid  on  to  tho  house  and  tho  woll  closed. 

Thoro  was  no  spread  of  tho  discaso  and  all  tho 
ise9  recovered. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  tho  distriot 
as  137,  namely  75  males  and  62  females. 

This  givcB  a birth  rate  of  19.9  por  1000  estimated 


I regret  howovor,  that  some  of  tho  private  roads 
in  tho  district  aro  in  a vory  unsatisfactory  condition 
and  I hopo  that  boforo  long,  they  will  bo  taken 
ovor  by  tho  Counoil  and  put  into  a propor  state  of 
ropnir. 

The  water  supply  has  boon  amplo  in  quantity 
and  still  maintains  its  high  standard  of  purity  as 
lsB*‘owln  >>y  tko  roport  from  tho  Publio Analyst. 

Tho  Isolation  Hospital  is  still  receiving  attention 
Pious  and  specifications  for  whioh  will  shortly  bo 
laid  boforo  tho  Counoil. 

1 onoloso  Tables  kindly  placod  at  my  disposal  by 
Mr.  Thompson  F.R.  Mot.  8oo.  from  which  I am 
grntificd  to  learn  that  Bognor  still  maintains  Its 
reputation  of  b.-ijg  ono  of  tho  sunniest  towns  on 
tho  South  Coa  .t. 

I oIbo  beg  t.,  onoloso  Tables  1,  2,  3,  4,  spooinlly 
required  by  tho  Local  Government  Board,  and 
tako  the  opportunity  of  thanking  tho  Members  of 
the  Sauitary  Committee  for  tho  courtesy  they  havo 
oxtonded  to  mo  during  tho  year,  and  bog  to  romalu, 
Geutlemon, 

Your  obodient  servant, 

„ ..  W.  Conway  Cookh. 

Bognor,  Foil.  Roy.  InBtituto  of  Publio  Health, 
Feb.  1905.  Medical  Officor  of  Health, 

The  Chairman  (Mr.  Travers)  compli- 
mented Dr.  Cooke  on  his  able  and 
exhaustive  report  which  revealed  such  a 
satisfactory  state  of  Health  for  Bognor. 
Although  Dr.  Cooke’s  labours  had  increased 
with  the  growth  of  the  town,  he  appeared 
iu  unenarge  ine  duties  even  "more - satis- 
factorily.  (Applause).  The  Chairman 
humourously  drew  attention  to  the  fact 
that  there  was  again  an  excess  of  male 
births  over  that  of  females.  So  if  anyone 
wished  for  heirs  to  their  property  they 
should  come  to  Bognor  to  live.  The  death 
rate  was  certainly  very  low  and  showed  that 
Bognor  was  one  of  the  heathiest  towns  in 
the  country,  and  they  could  not  too  much 
emphasise  that  fact. 

Mr.  Long,  as  Chairman  of  the  Sanitary 
Committee,  t endorsed  the  Chairman's 
eulogy  of  Dr.  Cooke’s  services,  and  con- 
gratulated the  town  on  receiving  such  an 
excellent  report. 

Mr-  Gibbs  was  pleased  to  see  the  recom- 
mendation to  take  over  all  the  private  roads 
and  hoped  the  Council  would  take  note  of  it. 
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Males  Femnlos  Total 

1901  64  44  108 

1902  81  64  145 

1903  64  54  lie 

Systomatio  iuspootlons  of  the  distriot  havo  boon 

mado  from  timo  to  time,  or  as  occasion  requlrod  by 
myself  and  tho  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  regular 
monthly  reports  of  the  work  dono,  havo  been  laid 
boforo  the  sanitary  Committee. 

Besides  this  gonoral  supervision  I have  paid  33 
speoial  visits,  in  cases  whore  1 roooived  opccial 
notico.  Many  woro  duo  to  smells  arieing  from 
manholes  in  connection  with  the  draining.  By 
ordor  of  the  Council  this  cause  of  complaint  has 
boon  remedied  by  tho  orootion  of  Ventilating 
Shafts  la  suitablo  positions,  ° 

For  many  years  past,  complaints  have  boon 
received  from  residents  and  visitors  in  Felpham 
and  Bognor  of  tho  Bmoll  arising  from  tho  Sowngo 
tank.  This  I trust  will  bo  permanently  abated  us 
tho  tank  has  been  .efaced  with  oomont  and  ’tho 
work  of  covering  it  in  is  nearly  completed. 

Tho  work  lately  impouod  on  tho  'sanitary 
authority  by  tho  oporation  of  tho  Faotory  and 
Workshop  Aot,  has  takon  up  much  valuablo  timo 
of  your  Surveyor,  who  bos  carriod  it  out  most 
thoroughly  and  efficiently. 

No  lower  than  69  Faotorios  and  Workshops 
boing  undur  supervision. 

heading.  '10V°  b°0“  oIassIflod  undor  tho  blowing 
9 Bakehouses 
7 Dressmakers 
6 Tailors 

6 Laundries 
9 Carpenters 

7 Shoomakors'  2 Undertakers 

3 Plumbers  l Mineral  Wator  Works 

2 Printers  3 Cycle  Makers 

2 Forage  Contractors  2 Briokmakors 

Theso  havo  all  been  inspected  as  to  their  stato  of 
cleanliness  and  tho  condition  of  tho  sanitary 
arrangements.  The  oubio  area  of  tho  various 
Workshops  and  rooms  has  boon  measured  in  evory 
ca Notices  nro  now  being  served  with  a vi--  *- 
| remedying tha  minor  defects  and  deficit 

ho  hoped  that  owners  and  occupiers  will  regard 
lay  these  notices  in  their  true  light,  as  adding  to  tho 
hoaltby  condition  of  the  town,  and  by  thoir  hearty 
co-operation  aid  tho  Sanitary  Authority  in  carrying 
out  tho  work  imposed  ou  it  by  law. 

It  is  vory  satisfactory  that 'in  spite  of  the  minor 
•tofects  referred  to  In  the  last  paragraph,  no  notices 
have  boon  recoivod  from  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories,  as  to  Sauitary  defects  found  at  the  timo 
of  his  visits. 

Tha  slaughter  houses,  cow  sheds,  milk  shops  and 
dairies  in  the  distriot  have  likowiso  bjou  visited. 
They  were  found  clean  and  in  oreditablo  condition. 

Tho  house  refuso  is  removed  weekly  in  covered 
carts.  That  tho  work  is  efficiently  carriod  out,  is 
evident  from  tho  very  small  number  of  complaiuts 
received. 

Tho  scavenging  and  watering  of  tho  stroots  undor 
tho  control  of  the  Council  has  been  systematically 
mid  thoroughly  carried  out.  Wire  baskets  have 
been  placed  in  various  parts  of  the  town  for  waste 
paper,  Ac. 
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BOGNOR  HORSE  SHOW  SOCIETY. 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

The  third  annual  meeting  of  the  members 
of  the  Bognor  Horse  Show  Society  took 
place  on  Tuesday  evening  of  last  week  at 
York  Road  Chambers,  when  Mr.  W.  H.  B. 
Fletcher,  j.p  , c.c.,  presided. 

Mr.  Griffin  (Secretary)  presented  the 
audited  statement  of  accounts,  which  showed 
the  receipts  (including  a balance  brought 
forward  of  £2  iqs.  9d.)  to  amount  to 
i 248  6s.  6d.  The  expenditure  left  a reduced 
balance  in  hand  of  ^ 1 10s.  7d.,  with  out- 
standing liabilities  amounting  to  £6  9s.  gd., 
and  assets  estimated  at  ^10.  The  prizes 
amounted  to  £120  10s.  The  refreshments 
had  amounted  to  £15  gs.  9d.,  but  Mr. 
Fletcher  as  President,  had  paid  £ 14  ns  gd. 
of  this.  The  Secretary's  remuneration  was 
ten  guineas. 

Lord  Bridport  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
balance  sheet,  and  Mr.  Staffurth  in  seconding 
said  the  accounts  were  very  satisfactory,  the 
working  expenses  having  been  decreased  by 
over  £50. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Staffurth,  secon- 
ded by  Mr.  Angwin,  it  was  unanimously 
decided  to  hold  a show  on  August  17th. 

Mr.  W.  H.  B Fletcher  was  re-elected 
President,  and  Mr.  G.  P.  Holmes  Vice- 
President,  and  testimony  was  made  to  the 
latter's  great  kindness  in  lending  his  park 
for  the  show. 

Lord  Bridport,  Dr.  Cooke,  Messrs.  Long, 
O.  E.  Adames,  T.  Start,  H.  L.  Staffurth, 
W.  M.  Walton,  Wilson  Tickle,  F.  W.  Harri- 
son, and  the  Rev.  W.  u.  Yoward,  were  re- 
elected the  Committee,  with  the  addition  of 
Capt.  Tizzard,  r.n..  and  Mr.  R.  Sadler,  in 
the  places  of  Messrs.  F.  J.  Neale  and  A.  E. 
Woodbridgc,  who  did  not  wish  to  serve 
again. 

Mr.  Harry  Griffin  was  re-elected  Secretary 
with  an  expression  of  the  Society’s  apprecia- 
tion of  his  noble  services ; Mr.  E.  L.  Best 
was  re-elected  Hon.  Treasurer,  and  Mr.  Nat 
Tate,  Auditor, 

The  usual  votes  of  thanks  terminated  the 
proceedings, 
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FELL  DEAD  IN  A TRENCH. 

Liable  to  die  at  any  Mombnt. 

Mr.  A,  W.  Rawlinson  (Deputy  Coroner) 
inquired  into  the  circumstances  surrounding 
the  death  of  James  Hampton,  a labourer  at 
the  Barnham  Nurseries,  which  occured 
suddenly  while  he  was  at  work  on  Thursday 
afternoon. 

The  widow  said  her  husband  who  was  5 . 
years  of  age,  had  been  in  good  health  lately, 
and  seemed  alright  when  he  went  to  work 
on  Thursday. 

Charles  Jenner,  of  Bognor,  who  worked 
with  deceased,  also  said  he  seemed  quite 
well  on  Thursday  until  about  four  o’clock, 
when  he  fall  down  in  a trench  which  he 
was  digging.  Witness  and  some  other  men 
lifted  him  out,  but  except  for  two  groans 
there  was  no  sign  of  life  in  him. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Collins,  of  Yapton,  who  said  he 
saw  deceased  at  4.30,  when  he  had  beeu 
dead  about  twenty  minutes.  There  were  no 
marks  of  violence.  In  post  mortem  exam- 
ination, he  found  that  a large  anourism  of 
four  or  five  years  standing  that  on  the  aorta 
had  burst,  this  he  was  satisfied  causing 
death.  It  was  quite  possible  that  deceased 
had  seemed  in  good  health,  but  he  had 
been  liable  to  die  at  at  any  moment  through 
a little  extra  exertion. 

The  jury  returned  a verdict  of  "Death 
from  natural  causes.” 
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Royal  Norfolk  Hotel. 

Harding,  Mr  Millor,  Mr  Davis. 

Ascot  Vale.— Miss  Pholps. 

Campo. — Mr  Palmer,  Mr  Wild. 

Lanbdowne  Mansion.  — Mrs  Dunbar,  Miss 
Peggy  Dunbar.  Mr  Dowall,  Mr  Lovelock,  Miss 
Scott,  Mr  and  Mrs  Patterson,  Mrs  Ell,  Mostor  Ell, 
Alisa  Watson,  Mrs  Hebbs,  Sirs  JefTorson  and  family 
Clarence  Road. 

1,  Alexandra  Terrace— Mr  and  Miss  Archer,  Mrs 
Druco. 

Esplanade. 

2,  Cotswold  Crosccut — Miss  Ablo  (2) 

4,  Cotswold  Crescent — Mr  and  Mrs  Bywatcr- 
Smith,  Miss  Bywator-Smith 
Stevne. 

Steyno  Cottage— Mrs  Hely,  Mrs  E.  Holy,  Mr 
Wyatt,  Miss  Davies,  Miss  Fildow,  Mr  and  Mrs 
Wardell  and  family 

Sydney  House,  West — Miss  Blanch,  Miss  Mills 
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